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PVAMU Commencement 
US Rep. Sheila Jackson-Lee Speaker 
Congresswoman Sheila Jackson-Lee, 
Representative of the 18th Congres­
sional District in the US House of 
Representatives, from Houston, was the 
commencement speaker at the Spring 
'95 Commencement of Prairie View 
A&M University. The graduation fes­
tivities were held Sunday, May 14, at 
10:30 AM, in the Health and Physical 
Education Building of the 119 year old historically black university campus. 
Congresswoman Jackson-Lee is a member of the Committee on the Judiciary 
and serves on the Crime Subcommittee. The Congresswoman is also a member 
of the Committee on Science, where she serves on the subcommittees on Space 
and Aeronautics, and Basic Research. She is also a congressional member of the 
Human Rights Caucus and the House Democratic Caucus Task Force on Hunger. 
Congresswoman Jackson-Lee has been instrumental in the passage of legis­
lation dealing with human rights. She has concentrated on issues such as home-
lessness, gun safety and responsibility, cable television regulations and the 
revising of the traffic modification ordinance. She is one of only three African-
American women to have served as Director of the State Bar of Texas. 
"PVAMU DAY" 
ON CAPITOL HILL 
Congressman Greg Laughlin hosted a 
reception on Capitol Hill Wednesday, 
March 1, welcoming Dr. Charles A. Hines 
as the new president of PVAMU. The 
Texas Legislative Delegation, African 
American Members of Congress, 
PVAMU Deans and PVAMU area alumni 
were in attendance. 
PEACE CORPS VISIT 
US Peace Corps Deputy Director, 
Ambassador Charles R. Baquet, came to 
PVAMU, Friday, March 3, 1995. Ambas­
sador Baquet met with students and faculty 
in order to make them more cognizant of 
opportunities within the Peace Corps. 
Ambassador Baquet met with faculty and 
students at the end of a one week tour of 
Historically Black Institutions. And, he 
believes that the Peace Corps, as a service 
organization, can enhance the personal and 
professional development of students 
receiving degrees at Prairie View A&M. 
Sigma Xi Wins National Honor 
The PVAMU Department of Biology 
Sigma XI Club has been awarded the presti­
gious "Certificate of Excellence" by the 
National Sigma XI Research Society. The 
award was presented at the Sigma XI 
Research Society National Meeting in 
Research Triangle Park, North Carolina, 
March 3. The certificate is awarded to only 
a small number of the many clubs and chap­




Dr. Charles A. Hines and his wife, 
Veronica, President and First lady of 
Prairie View A&M University were 
guests of honor Wednesday, 
February 1st, for a reception given 
in their honor and to introduce the 
first couple formally to faculty, 
staff, and VIPS (distinguished 
PVAMU retired staff and faculty). 
According to Dr. Johanne Thomas-
Smith, Provost and Vice President 
for Academic Affairs, "This occa­
sion was an opportunity for the new 
president to meet the faculty, staff 
and retirees who have dedicated 
their energies to Prairie View over 
the years." The reception was held 
in the John B. Coleman Library and 
was well attended. Chancellor of 
Texas A&M University, Dr. Barry 
Thompson and several members of 
the Texas A&M University System 
Board of Regents were on hand to 
welcome the new president. 
Additionally, the community was 
invited to a "Community Briefing" 
with the new president, February 15, 
at the Newman Center, in Prairie 
View. This event gave the public an 
opportunity to hear Dr. Hines 
address specific issues related to 
PVAMU. 
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THE SILVER SCREEN 
COMES TO PVAMU 
On a balmy spring afternoon, the movie 
trucks carrying lighting and hydraulic-lift 
equipment eased onto the campus of 
PVAMU to set up for the filming of the first 
"feature length" motion picture ever in the 
university's history. The crew quickly set up 
in front of Holley Hall Men's Dorm which 
was to take on the persona of a hospital 
emergency entrance. The production crew 
was preparing for filming of the soon to be 
released film Powder, featuring Academy 
Award nominees Jeff Goldbloom (The Fly) 
and Mary Steenburgen (Going South). 
Powder, the idea of Director Victor Salva, 
is the story of a boy who was struck by 
lightning in his youth, has grown up with an 
aged couple while living in a remote, rural 
environment. At the death of his simulated 
family, he is discovered by the world and is 
a curiosity in that he is hairless and has a 
milky-white skin texture. Additionally, he 
moves objects, using thought waves and can 
read minds. 
The scene filmed at PVAMU is actually to 
be the first scene in Powder. As such, the 
scene will feature the advent of an ambu­
lance careening up a street to rest at the 
emergency door of a hospital where a 
patient is removed from the ambulance. 
A host of PVAMU students and faculty 
were on hand for the filming in front of 
Holley Hall. Dr. Millard Eiland, 
Communications Department Head said. 
"This movie presents an excellent opportu­
nity for our students to learn the practical 
side of movie-making." In concurrence with 
Dr. Eiland, Bryan H. Barrows, Director of 
Public Information, who licensed the movie 
to film on campus, says, "The Texas Film 
Commission has assured me that this could 
spell additional movie shoots for PVAMU in 
the months and years to come." As, a stu­
dent standing on the sidelines said, "1 can't 
believe they are actually filming a movie at 
Prairie View." 
Davis Attends Inaugural Ceremony 
Hulen M. Davis, assistant 
professor of social and politi­
cal science at PVAMU, was 
an invited guest at the inaugu­
ration of Gov. George W. 
Bush, January 17, in Austin. 
Davis also participated in the 
swearing-in ceremony for the 
Texas House of Representatives and a spe­
cial recognition ceremony for Rep. 
Wilhelmina Delco and Rep. Garfield 
Thompson, given by the Legislative Black 
Caucus. 
PVAMU RECEIVES $19,000 FROM EXXON 
Exxon USA has announced that Prairie View 
A&M University will receive $19,000 in special 
funds provided by the oil company to assist uni­
versities. Exxon College Relations Coordinator. 
Truman Bell says, "In addition to our general 
support of education, these grants are specifical­
ly directed to university departments which are 
producing the type of well qualified graduates 
which Exxon needs." 
Exxon is providing an overall total of $1.7 
million in special grants to assist university 
departments in funding scholarships, field trips, visiting speakers, equipment purchases, 
student and faculty travel to professional meetings, and many other academic projects 
designed to attract quality students. Universities are offered the special grants which pro­
vide degrees in educational fields from which the company recruits future employees 
'COOL RUNNINGS' AT PVAMU? 
Who can forget the Cinderella presence 
of the Jamaican Bobsled learn at the 1988 
Winter Olympics, as this team weathered 
the odds to become an underdog favorite to 
place in the ring of honor? While there is no 
Olympic competition this year, already . . . 
parallels are being made between the plight 
of the Jamaicans and Prairie View A&M 
University. The PVAMU College ol 
Engineering and Architecture has 
accomplished the seemingly insur­
mountable! PVAMU has been chosen 
as a seeded member of a national 
solar powered automobile competi­
tion (Tune "95) called "Sunrayce 
'95". In fact, being seeded among 
the top thirty competitors ranks 
PVAMU's College of Engineering 
among some of the most prestigious 
in the nation in engineering. 
College of Engineering and 
Architec-ture students built the solar 
powered vehicle during the past year 
from basic design plans and specifications 
which they developed. According to Dr. 
John Poster. Dean of the College of 
Engineering and Architecture. "Our students 
have gotten a tremendous boost from the 
experience of building the Sunpanther. We 
feel that we have made the educational pro­
cess more practical and therefore, more 
enlightening through this effort " 
Prairie View A&M University will field 
one ot the first solar-powered automobiles 
BLACK ENGINEER OF THE YEAR AWARD 
Prairie View A&M University senior mechanical engineering major, Dameshia 
DeFlora, is a very happy student these days. Career Communications Group 
has announced that Dameshia has been named "Black Engineer of the Year". 
DeFlora received the award at a special program on February 16-18 in 
Baltimore, Maryland. PVAMU College of Engineering and Architecture has 
produced two other students who have been so honored in recent years. 
Dameshia DeFlora is an excellent example of the engineering products that 
Prairie View A&M University is known for producing. She is a graduate ol 
Willowridge High School Houston, where she was ranked #5 in a class of 520 
students. 
ever developed by a "Historically Black 
College or University." Current plans are for 
PVAMU engineering students to run the car 
in a national contest called "Sunrayce '95" 
June 20-29. As seeded entrants Panthers will 
not have to compete in an open competition 
for the final ten slots which are still open for 
the race. Participants in the race must design. 
build, test and field a car of their own design. 
The race is being conducted by the National 
Renewable Energy Laboratory in conjunction 
with the US Department of Energy and 
Generai Motors Corp. And, so far. over 
$100,000 has been spent to make "Sun-
panther" a real competitor in Sunrayce '95. 
The light weight car is aerodymanically 
sound and has features designed to protect the 
driver at speeds up to sixty-five miles per 
hour. Of the one hundred twenty students 
involved in the project, three have been cho­
sen to perform as drivers for the car during 
the actual race. Students have been responsi­
ble for the design, and testing of components 
which are integral to the success of the car. 
making the "Sunpanther" truly a team effort. 
Although a team of over 120 students have 
contributed to the building of the car, a core 
group ot forty will prepare the car for aca 
demic history. An "unveiling" ceremony was 
held Thursday. April 20, at Houston's 
Medallion Hotel. 
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Air Force Directors and General Meet At PVAMU 
Top representatives oi the United States Air Force are showing strong interest in 
Prairie View A&M University, these days. Air Force Director of the Office of Scientific 
Research. Dr. Helmut Hellwig met with PVAMU officials at the Historically Black 
University. Thursday. April 6. for a briefing Also meeting Hellwig at PVAMU was 
Brigadier General Richard R. Paul, who is the Director of Science and Technology, 
Headquarters Air Force Material Command. Wright-Patterson Air Force Base. Ohio, and 
Dr. Harold Weinstock. Program Manager in Physics and Electronics for the Air Force 
Office of Scientific Research. 
The visiting VIPS were given a university briefing which included the introduction of 
key executive personnel, colleges, departments, a campus tour, lunch and a tour of the 
College of Engineering and Architecture The briefing was held at the John B. Coleman 
Library. 
According to Director Hellwig. "The major purpose of this visit was to discuss how 
Prairie View, and the Air Force can work together to achieve mutually beneficial goals." 
He further commented. "The visit, in part, is also our way of saying thanks to Prairie 
View for the participation of your pasi president. Lt. Gen (Ret) Julius Becton. in the 4 
November 1994 HBCU/MI Teleconference held at the University of the District of 
Columbia and sponsored by the US Air Force. 
CLASS OF 1941 COMPLETES 
ANNIVERSARY PROJECT 
bv Pauline Bonner. Alumni Affairs 
In 1991 the Class of 1941 gathered at 
Prairie View A&M University to celebrate 
its golden reunion anniversary. Returning 
to their alma mater as a class after fifty 
years was both exciting and emotional. 
To commemorate their visit to the 
campus and their devotion to Prairie View 
A&M University, the Class of 1941 voted 
to contribute funds to underwrite the 
installation of a large map to place at the 
main entrance to the campus. The map is 
designed to pictorially assist all campus 
visitors in locating various offices and 
facilities on the 1440-acres campus. 
Through the unflagging efforts of 
Thomas E. Gray. Treasurer tor the Class 
of 1941: and his fellow Reunion 
Committee members Wister Lee. Arthur 
Lilly. Doris Lockett Willie McCann. 
Nellye Punch, and James Walker, the 
group raised $18,365 48 The amount far 
exceeded that needed for the map. Over 
$1 1.000.00 of the total lunds raised were 
subsequently earmarked to assist PVAMU 
meet the requirements for a National 
Endowment for the Humanities (NEH 
challenge gram tor library resource mate 
rials in the area of the humanities. 
The map project is moving toward 
final fulfillment as work progresses on the 
new information center to be located at 
the main entrance to the campus. The 
information center will provide general 
information about the university, a public 
telephone, restrooms. security station, and 
the map which can be viewed without 
leaving your vehicle It is anticipated that 
the contractor will complete work on the 
total project by late spring. 
PVAMU Wins Big With 
"Who's Who" 
Sixty-one students from Prairie View 
A&M University will find their names 
listed in: Who's Who Among Students In 
American Universities and Colleges this 
year. Campus nominating committees and 
editors of the annual directory have 
included the names of these students 
based on their academic achievement, ser­
vice to community, leadership in extracur­
ricular activities and potential for 
continued success. They join an elite 
group of students selected from more than 
one thousand eight hundred institutions of 
higher education in all fifty states, the 
District of Columbia and several foreign 
countries The annual directory was first 
published iri 1934. 
Student Wins National VP Post 
Eric Richardson, a junior electrical 
engineering major from Dallas, was elect 
ed second Vice President of the National 
Association of African-American Honors 
Programs, by members attending its 3rd 
Annual Conference held in Memphis. 
Tennessee 
BETA BETA BETA WINS BIG! 
Drs. Ronald Humphrey and Let-
Henderson. co-sponsors of the Sigma Chi 
Chapter of Beta Beta Beta Biological 
Honor Society have received notification 
from Tri Beta National Biological Society 
naming the local chapter one of two 
Outstanding Chapters for 1993-94. 
National spokesperson. Dawn B. Rohrs, 
said. "This award is given to recognize 
your excellent program in advancing the 
objectives of Tri Beta in the support of 
sound scholarship, the dissemination of 
scientific knowledge and the promotion of 
research in biology." 
Purvis D.Webster Dies 
Staff Sgt.. Purvis D. Webster, Ret., a for­
mer instructor of ROTC at Prairie View A&M 
University, died Wednesday. April 19, 1995. 
Webster, a native of Hearne. Tx., born June 13, 
1923. served with honor and. distinction in the 
Korean War where he received a host of deco­
rations and awards for service and bravery in 
the face of the enemy. He was captured in 
1950 and was held prisoner by the North 
Koreans and the Communist Chinese until 
1953. Following this time, he served as an 
ROTC instructor for PVAMU from 1954-
1957. After retiring from the US Army, 
Webster worked with Anheuser-Busch Inc. for 
more than twenty years. Most recently, 
Webster was featured in a documentary pro­
duced by Ed Shannon on Black POWS' of the 
Korean War, which aired on KHOU Channel 
11 (Houston) and throughout the South. 
Purvis D. Webster is survived by his wife, 
Mrs. Eunell Sadherry Webster, step-son, Carl 
J. Martin: sisters: Mrs. Reedie Roach, and 
Mrs. Willie Faye Gentry: brothers: Mr. Ermon 
Webster; Dr. Waymon T. Webster of Prairie 
View; and Mr. Charles Webster of Amarillo; a 
host of nieces, nephews, other relatives and 
friends. His brother. Cleophus Webster (of 
Hearne). preceded him in death. 
x/joiisttr 
CITIZENS STATE BANK 
1995 
Open Rodeo 
October 15-14, 1995 
Saturday & Sunday 
Waller County Fairgrounds 
FM #559 • Hempstead, TX 
Proceeds Benefitting 
Prairie View A&M University 
SHELL OIL GIVES $5,000 
TO NURSING COLLEGE 
The PVAMU College of Nursing has 
announced that it has received $5,000 from the 
Shell Oil Co. Foundation (Houston), at the rec­
ommendation of Dr. C.E. Ross. Shell 
Corporate Medical Director. Jacqueline Baker, 
R.N.. MSN. Supervisor, presented the check to 
Dean. Dr. Dolhe Brathwaite. 
PVAMU POWERLIFTER 
WINS JR. NATIONALS 
To the casual observer. Barron Henderson 
could be the average university student .... 
maybe a football player or a baseball player. 
But. it might amaze you to know that the eigh­
teen vear old freshman is a champion power-
litter. In fact, he's not just a powerlifter, but 
one who is highly regarded enough to have 
won 2nd place in the State Powerlifting Finals 
last December. This weekend Barron greatly 
eclipsed thai honor as he won a gold medal in 
the Jr National Powerlifting Championships. 
(Philadelphia. Penn) By virtue of having won 
the Jr Nationals. Barron has been invited to 
participate in the Jr. World Powerlifting 
Championships in New Delhi. India, in June 
"95. 
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